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California Dental Hygienists’ Association 

2025 House of Delegates 
SUMMARY 

 
Submitted by: Linda Brookman, Speaker of the House 
 
The following information is presented to you as a Summary of Actions for the CDHA 2025 House of 
Delegates. This Summary has been approved for use by Components in newsletters and member 
discussions.  
 

2025 House of Delegates Actions 
PBY 1 Referred by  

Ref. Comm. A 
and HOD 
majority 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA: AMENDS BY 
SUBSTITUTION CDHA BYLAWS ARTICLE II: 
PURPOSE SECTION 2.02: MISSION: 
From 

To improve the public’s total health, the 
mission of the California Dental Hygienists’ 
Association is to advance the art and science 
of dental hygiene by increasing awareness of 
the cost-effective benefits of prevention and 
ensuring access to quality oral health care; 
promoting the highest standards of dental 
hygiene education, licensure, practice, and 
research; and promoting the interests of 
dental hygienists 

To 
CDHA is the unifying voice and professional 
forum for registered dental hygienists in 
California, promoting the highest standards 
of dental hygiene care, education, scope of 
practice, and research. We advocate for the 
interests of dental hygienists and access to 
oral health care for everyone. 
 

It was referred to the President. 
 

PR K HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ACCEPT THE: 
January to December 2026 budget as amended. 
 

PBY 2 HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ADOPTS 
BYLAWS ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP SECTION 
3.02: VOTING MEMBERS LIFE MEMBERS AS 
AMENDED: 
by striking past president. 
by substituting thirty (30) years to thirty-five years. 
by restoring the voting member and “s” in 
candidates. 
 
TO READ: 

Any voting member in good standing, who 
meets the Life Membership 
Guidelines/Criteria with a minimum of 
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2025 House of Delegates Actions 
thirty-five (35) years of CDHA membership, 
shall be eligible for Life Membership. 
 
Upon nomination to the Board of Trustees by 
a component trustee or a CDHA member, the 
Board of Trustees may then recommend 
candidate(s) for Life Membership to the 
House of Delegates. The approved 
candidate(s) shall be presented to the House 
of Delegates for election by a ¾ vote of 
approval by ballot of those present and 
voting. 
 
Life members of the Northern California 
State Dental Hygienists’ Association 
(NCSDHA) and the Southern California 
Dental Hygienists’ Association (SCDHA) 
shall retain their current status. 
 

PR A HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ADOPTS 
SECTION IV. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
8-95 AS AMENDED: 
by striking the first three bullet points 

• The science and practice of the 
recognition, treatment and prevention of 
oral disease. 

• The profession of the dental hygienist.  
• A process of care: The dental hygiene 

process of care includes assessment, 
diagnosis, planning, implementation, and 
evaluation of preventive oral health care. 
(8- 95) 

By striking ‘care’ and inserting ‘practice’ under the 
first new bullet last word  
 
TO READ: 
CDHA advocates identification and definition of 
dental hygiene as: 

• A health science profession grounded in 
the prevention, recognition, and 
management of oral and systemic 
conditions through evidence-based 
practice. 

• A licensed, autonomous profession 
committed to promoting oral and overall 
health across diverse populations and 
practice settings.  

• A clinical decision-making process: The 
dental hygiene process of care includes 
assessment, dental hygiene diagnosis, 
care planning, implementation, 
evaluation, and documentation, with 
emphasis on patient- and community-
centered, risk-based, and preventive 
approaches.  

• A collaborative and evolving discipline 
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that integrates education, clinical 
practice, research, advocacy, and 
interprofessional teamwork to improve 
health outcomes and reduce health 
disparities and barriers to care. 
 

PR B HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ADOPTS BY 
SUBSTITION SECTION VI. PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 9-95: 
by striking 

CDHA opposes any program or legislation 
that permits preceptor (on- the-job) training 
or any other mechanisms which undermine 
the existing minimum education 
requirements for the dental hygiene scope of 
practice and/or the health and welfare of the 
public. 

 
TO READ: 

CDHA affirms that graduation from a 
Commission on Dental Accreditation 
(CODA)-accredited dental hygiene program 
is the national standard for entry into the 
profession and is essential to ensure safe, 
competent, and ethical dental hygiene care. 
In California, CDHA further supports the 
requirement that educational programs be 
approved by the Dental Hygiene Board of 
California (DHBC) and meet the standards 
necessary for licensure. 
 
CDHA also supports the use of DHBC-
approved post-licensure training programs 
to expand the scope of practice for licensed 
dental hygienists, provided such programs 
maintain high standards of quality and 
public safety. 
 
CDHA opposes any state or national 
program, policy, or legislation that permits 
initial dental hygiene licensure through on-
the-job training, preceptor models, or any 
other unaccredited or unapproved 
educational pathway that undermines 
professional preparation, reduces public 
protection, or threatens the integrity of the 
dental hygiene profession. 
 

PR C HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ADOPTS 
SECTION V. PUBLIC HEALTH 5-21 AS 
AMENDED: 

CDHA advocates the active involvement of 
registered dental hygienists in the 
prevention, early 
detection, education, and cessation of all 
forms of tobacco and nicotine product use, 
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including 
combustible tobacco devices, electronic 
nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) such as 
tobacco derived 
and synthetic nicotine vapes, heated tobacco 
products, nicotine pouches, and cannabis 
vapes vaping and as well as other potentially 
harmful products. 

 
by adding cannabis, before tobacco and nicotine 
product in the first sentence and adding /or after and 
before cessation. 
 
TO READ: 

CDHA advocates the active involvement of 
registered dental hygienists in the 
prevention, early detection, education, 
and/or cessation of all forms of cannabis, 
tobacco and nicotine product use, including 
combustible tobacco, electronic nicotine 
delivery systems (ENDS) such as tobacco-
derived and synthetic nicotine vapes, heated 
tobacco products, nicotine pouches, and 
cannabis vapes as well as other potentially 
harmful products. 
 

PBY 3 HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA ADOPTS 
BYLAWS ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION 3.03: NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
STUDENT MEMBERS AS AMENDED:  
by striking  

or (ii) who has graduated from an accredited 
dental hygiene program and is currently 
pursing a baccalaureate or graduate degree 
complementary to a career in dental hygiene 
in and accredited college or institution of 
higher education. 

and inserting 
for their initial licensure as an RDH. 

by editing RDH to Registered Dental Hygienist.  
 
TO READ: 

Student membership may be granted to any 
student currently enrolled in an accredited 
dental hygiene program for their initial 
licensure as a Registered Dental Hygienist. 
 

PR D HOD passed 
with 

amendments 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA DEFINES 
DENTAL HYGIENE DIAGNOSIS AS AMENDED: 

The identification of an individual’s oral 
health needs, behaviors, and risk factors for 
which a dental hygienist is educationally 
prepared to provide care, contribute to 
treatment planning, or refer for further 
evaluation. 

by moving ‘treatment planning’ before ‘patient care’ 
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and by striking ‘or’ and inserting ‘and’ after ‘provide 
care’ and before ‘refer’. 
 
TO READ: 

The identification of an individual’s oral 
health needs, behaviors, and risk factors for 
which a dental hygienist is educationally 
prepared to contribute to treatment planning, 
provide care, and refer for further 
evaluation. 
 

PR F HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA RECOGNIZES 
DENTAL HYGIENE DIAGNOSIS AS: 

an essential and foundational component of 
clinical practice. 
 

PR G HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA SUPPORTS 
AMENDING: 

the California Dental Hygiene Practice Act 
to formally recognize dental hygiene 
diagnosis within the scope of practice of 
licensed dental hygienists. 
 

PR H HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA APPROVES 
THE NOMINATION OF: 
Maureen Titus for “Life Member” 
 

PR I HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA APPROVES 
THE NOMINATION OF: 
Noel Kelsch for “Life Member” 
 

PR J HOD passed BE IT RESOLVED THAT CDHA APPROVES 
THE NOMINATION OF: 
Susan Lopez for “Life Member” 
 

 
Appointments 

Reference Committee A Maureen Titus (Central Coast) – Chair  
Andrea Leon-Aviles (Monterey Bay) 
Paula Chebat (San Diego) 
Jill Watershon-Basile (Redwood) 
Katie Cameron (Orange County) 

Reference Committee B Kimberly Cron (San Joaquin) – Chair 
Tayler Davis (San Joaquin) 
Rita Nep (Orange County) 
Colette Fontaine (San Francisco) 
Samantha Martini (San Fernando) 

Reference Committee C Beth Wilson (Long Beach) – Chair 
Caroline Dornbush (Sacramento) 
Tanya Jones (Sacramento) 
Katelyn Houska (Long Beach) 
Rosario Fernandez (Ventura) 

Credentials Committee Brittany Kasson Soto (Central Coast) – Chair 
Camille Rios (San Fernando) 
Carole Broder (South Bay) 

Minutes Review Committee Lisa Huitron (Los Angeles) – Chair 
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April Turner (Tri-County) 
Adrine Reganian (San Fernando) 

Tellers Committee Joel Oliquiano (Sacramento) – Chair 
Audrey Ishikawa (Central Coast) 
Mary Ann Pedersen  (Orange County) 
Courtney N Payton (Los Angeles) 
Jessica Chen (Redwood) 

Sergeant-At-Arms Kieresten Anderson (San Joaquin) 
Executive Administrator Hien Huynh 
Voting Student Delegates Brook Harold (Moreno Valley College) 

Eric Gonzalez (Cypress College) 
Student Pages (1st House) Magdalen Bloomer (SJVC Ontario) 

Ireland Cortinas (Cabrillo College)  
Andrea Viramontes (Oxnard College) 
Kayla Flores (West Los Angeles College) 
Nohely Valencia (Southwestern College) 

Student Pages (2nd House) Kayla Flores (West Los Angeles College) 
Ireland Cortinas (Cabrillo College) 
Francis Yu (West Coast University) 
Nohely Valencia (Southwestern College) 

 
Election Results 

Secretary/Treasurer None 
VP of Administration and Public Relations Laura Hilton (San Joaquin) 
Speaker of the House Paul Kim (Los Angeles) 

 
Full Teller Committee Report  

 
OFFICE: Secretary-Treasurer – None 
Number of votes cast: 105 
Number of votes necessary for election: 53 
Number of invalid votes: 1 for write in 
Number of no preference: 80 
The candidate receiving the necessary votes for election: N/A 
Write-in candidate-: Michelle Hurlbutt (1), Kory Benson (1), Lisa Okamoto (10), Charmaine Young (5), 
Lygia Jolley (2), Zoe Milke (1), Kristy Menage Bernie (1), Joel Oliquiano (2) 
 
Since none of the write-in candidates for Secretary-Treasurer received 54 votes, the office remains open. 
It is the president's duty to appoint a Secretary-Treasurer.  
 
OFFICE: VP of Administration and Public Relations – Laura Hilton 
Number of votes cast: 105 
Number of votes necessary for election: 53 
Number of invalid votes: 0 
Number of no preference: 3 
The candidate receiving the necessary votes for election: Laura Hilton (102) 
Write-in candidate: None 

 
OFFICE: Speaker of the House – Paul Kim 
Number of votes cast: 105 
Number of votes necessary for election: 53 
Number of invalid votes: 0 
Number of no preference: 3 
The candidate receiving the necessary votes for election: Paul Kim (101) 
Write-in candidate: Kristy Menage Bernie (1) 
 

 


